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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/8/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to Applicants argument Black does not teach or suggest sending a 
processor-generated, coded tone representative of a separate multimedia object, or in turn, 
decoding the coded tone to identify and present the respective multimedia object, the 
Examiner respectfully disagrees, Black discloses a multi-media control device fig. 3, element 
60 and fig.4 element 170, receives speech commands from a user; however, device 60 is the 
one to generated code tone or decoding tone to identify and present the respective 
multimedia object. 

Applicants argue Black does not disclose any transfer audio signals from the audio 
system back to the multimedia control device, the Examiner disagrees, Black disclose audio 
informational data via a bi-directional communication channel (par.024). 

Applicants argue in paragraph 025, audio sensor and a communication channel is not 
the same, the Examiner agrees, the audio sensor and a communication channel are different 
ports provided by the media device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Black et al. (US 
Pub. 2005/0038660). 

Regarding claims 1-28, Black et al. disclose an apparatus comprising: 

a processor configured to generate at least one coded tone, the processor also being 
configured to send audio to another apparatus over an audio channel (see par.024), wherein 
the audio selectively comprises at least one of voice communication or at least one coded 
tone (see par.029), the at least one coded tone being representative of at least one separate 
multimedia object (see par.029), and wherein the processor is configured to send the audio 
such that, when the audio comprises at least one coded tone, the other apparatus is 
configured to decode the at least one coded tone to thereby identify the at least one 
multimedia object represented by the at least one coded tone, and to thereafter present the 
identified at least one multimedia object (see par.049-060). 

Regarding claims 2, 8, 14 and 20, Black et al. disclose the processor is configured to 
send audio to the other apparatus during an exchange of audio communication between the 
processor and the other apparatus over the audio channel (see par.052). 

Regarding claims 3, 9, 15 and 21, Black et al. disclose the processor is further 
configured to present at least one multimedia object as audio communication is exchanged 
with the other apparatus, and wherein the processor is configured to send to the other 
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apparatus at least one coded tone representative of the at least one multimedia object 
presented at the processor (see par.029). 

Regarding claims 4, 10, 16 and 22, Black et al. disclose the processor is configured to 
send the at least one coded tone representative of the at least one multimedia object 
presented by the processor in response to presenting the at least one multimedia object (see 
par.029). 

Regarding claims 5, 11, 17-18 and 23-24, Black et al. disclose the processor is 
configured to send the audio to the other apparatus such that, when the audio comprises at 
least one coded tone, the other apparatus is configured to retrieve, from memory, the 
identified at least one multimedia object before presenting the identified at least one 
multimedia object (see par.067). 

Regarding claims 6 and 12, Black et al. disclose the processor is configured to send at 
least one multimedia object to the other apparatus over a data channel before sending audio 
to the other apparatus over the audio channel, the received at least one multimedia object 
including the identified at least one multimedia object (see par.069). 

Regarding claim 7, Black et al. disclose a controller configured to receive audio over 
and an audio channel, wherein the audio selectively comprises at least one of voice 
communication or at least one coded tone, the at least one coded tone having been 
generated by a communication system in communication with the apparatus, the at least one 
coded tone being representative of at least one separate multimedia object, wherein the 
controller is configured to communicate with a synchronization agent to enable the 
synchronization agent, when the audio comprises at least one coded tone, the 
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synchronization agent is configured to decode the at least one coded tone to thereby identify 
the at least one multimedia object represented by the at least one coded tone, and to 
thereafter present the identified at least one multimedia object (see par.029, 049-60). 

Regarding claim 13, Black et al. disclose a method of synchronizing at least one 
distributively presented multimedia object, the method comprising: receiving audio at another 
apparatus over an audio channel, wherein the audio selectively comprises at least one of 
voice communication or at least one coded tone, the at least one coded tone having been 
generated by a communication system in communication with the apparatus, the at least one 
coded tone being representative of at least one separate multimedia object; and when the 
audio comprises at least one coded tone, decoding the at least one coded tone to thereby 
identify the at least one multimedia object represented by the at least one coded tone; and 
driving the other apparatus to present the identified at least one multimedia object (see 
par.029, 049-60). 

Regarding claim 19, Black et al. disclose a computer program product for 
synchronizing at least one distributively presented multimedia object, the computer program 
product comprising at least one computer-readable storage medium having computer- 
readable program code portions stored therein, the computer-readable program code portions 
comprising: a first executable portion configured to receive audio at another apparatus over 
an audio channel, wherein the audio selectively comprises at least one of voice 
communication or at least one coded tone, the at least one coded tone being representative 
of at least one separate multimedia object; and when the audio comprises at least one coded 
tone, a second executable portion configured to decode the at least one coded tone to 
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thereby identify the at least one multimedia object represented by the at least one coded 
tone; and a third executable portion configured to drive the other apparatus to present the 
identified at least one multimedia object (see par.029, 046, 049-60). 

Regarding claims 25-28, Black et al. disclose the processor is configured to send the 
audio to the other apparatus for output by the other apparatus, the other apparatus including 
an audio sensor enabling detection of whether the audio includes the at least one coded tone 
as the other apparatus outputs the audio (see par.025). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 
37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of 
this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed Tu Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-7883. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban, can be reached at (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Tu X Nguyen/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2618 
9/16/08 



